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ANIMADVERSIONS, Sc. 


Tut charitable and benevolent tem- 

A per is admired and applauded by moſt 
men; and he who is poſſeſſed of it, ſeldom 
fails to engage the eſteem and affection of 
the pious and good of all denominations. 
But there are ſome who talk much about can- 
dor and charity, meekneſs and benevolence, 
and yet, when they ate put to the trial, fre- 
quently diſcover a cenſorious, bigotted, proud 
and malevolent temper. This is too fre- 
quently the caſe with writers who preſume to 
reprove others for the want of candor. And 
yet what can be more ridiculous, than to ſee 
a man exceed the bounds of moderation and 
decency, and diſcover a ſpirit of levity, ran- 
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cor and malice, while he is declaiming againſt 
this temper, and pleading for a ſpirit of mo- 
deration and love? To ſuch a man may it not 
be ſaid in language ſimilar to that in which 
St. Paul reproves ſome ſort of teachers---- 
Doſt thou teach us that a man ſhould be can- 
did, and art thou cenſorious? Doſt thou teach. 
that a man ſhould be moderate, and art thou 
a bigot ? Doſt thou teach that a man ſhould 
be humble, and art thou proud? Doſt thou 
teach that a man ſhould be benevolent, and 
art thou malevolent? Doſt thou teach that a 
man has a right of private judgment, and 
doſt thou cenſure a man for declaring his pri- 
vate judgment? 


Mz. E---s being deſired by the ſociety in 
Broad-mead to deliver, previous to his ordi- 
nation, a confeſſion of his faith, complied 
with their requeſt, and freely declared his 
private judgment; to which Mr. H------d 
ſays every man has a right; and yet he very 
uncharitably cenſures Mr. E---s for maintain- 
ing this right; inveighing maſt vehemently 


5 

againſt Mr. E---S's faith, as heretical and dia- 
bolical;, and declaring, upon this account, 
he will have no more to ſay to him, or any 
who are of his ſentiments. — This, I be- 
lieve, is the firſt time of late years, in Briſ- 
ſtol at leaſt, of a miniſter's being reproach- 
ed for making a confeſſion of his faith, when 
deſired to do it by the people to whom he 
was called to miniſter. 


I sHaLL not pretend to enter into a detaib 
of arguments to defend thoſe ſentiments which 


Mr, H-----d has pronounced diabolical ; for 


who will not believe that they are ſo, now Mr. 
H-----d has aſſerted it? Nor ſhall I pretend to 
ſay a word againſt the decency and propriety 
of his introducing the famous knight of la Man- 
cha---and the delicate Dulcinea his miſtreſs; for 
thoſe who have read that very inſtructive hiſ- 
tory of the knight-crrant muſt be ſtruck with 
the beautiful compariſon. Mr. E---s 1s the 
knight of Ia Mancha, his principles are Dulci- 
nea, and jn conſcientiouſly adhering to them, 
| | | he 


(6. 
he acts as extravagant and ridiculous a part as 
the knight-errant of la Mancha.----O, who can 
be compared to our author, for illuſtrations 
and compariſons! And J hope to make it ap- 
pear before I have done with him, that he is 
equally as famous for his candor and conſiſ- 
tencies.----So great is his good temper and 
candor, that he muſt ſtep a little out of his 
path to pay a compliment to Mr. E---s's fa- 
ther, for an expreſſion, the propriety of which 
none can diſpute, though 1t 1s not quite ele- 


gant enough for the fine taſte of our letter- 


writer. 


Bur let us attend to a few of his conſiſtencies, 
or rather inconſiſtencies, With a contemptu- 
ous ſneer at the ſociety in Broad-mead and at 
all the miniſters who were preſent at Mr. 
E---$s's ordination, and aſſiſted in the ſolemni- 
ties of the day, he ſays to him, p. 5. I hope, 
Sir, your mind was in the ſame ſituation, as 
I know mine was immediately before ordination. 
Well, this is very charitable; for it is to be 

ſuppoſed 


1 


ſuppoſed that Mr. H.. -d's mind was in a 
very good ſituation, when he conſidered the ſo- 
lemn tranſactions of a miniſter at his ordination, 
and anticipated in his mind that awful and ap- 
proaching day: but it ſeems that Mr. E---8's 
mind was in a very bad ſituation; for he could 
not be contented with making an open confeſſion of 
bis faith, without throwing contempt on others, 
and ſpitting out on them the aconite of a ſpiteful 
ſpirit, and mixing with what he. apprebended the 
pure aud unadulterated doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
the leaven of ſpite, malice and uncharitableneſs 
againſt other churches that differ from him; 
which Mr. H-----d hopes is new and unprece- 
dented.----And yet, at the ſame time, he hopes 
that Mr. E---s's mind was in the ſame ſituation 
as his was before ordination, If this was the 
ſituation of Mr. H-----d's mind before his or- 
dination, why does he then blame Mr. Es 
for diſcovering the ſame? What! a man find 
fault with the picture of himſelf? ſtrange in- 
deed! And yet it appears that Mr. H-----d in 
all the bitter things he ſays of Mr. E---s, 
ſpeaks againſt himſelf : ſo that the reader will 

remember, 


Bo, 

remember, while Mr. H-----d is buffetting 
Mr. E---s, he is cuffing about his own delec- 
table image. 


Bur, fays Mr. H-----d, p. 7. I would no 
more quarrel with a man for the complexion of 
his mind than for the complexion of his perſon.” 
And to be ſure it muſt be a very fooliſh and 
ridiculous thing for one man to quarrel with 
another for the complexion of his perſon: 
Now he does not fay that he will not quarrel 
with a man either for the complexion of his 
mind or the complexion of his perſon. Had 
he ſaid fo, I might then have only replied, 
Sir, you do quarrel with Mr. E---s for the 
complexion of his mind. And conſequently 
Mr. H-----d will quarrel with a man both for 
the complexion of his perſon and for the com- 
plexion of his mind. 


« You will allow me, Sir, (ſays he p. 12.) 
to make a few remarks upon a confeſſion of 
faith, which appears to me and many others 
ſo diſtinguiſhingly fingular”---And in theſe 

remarks 


. 


remarks he ſays to Mr. E---s I ſhall be as 
free with you, Sir, as you have been with me, to 
which you ever were, J aſſure you, extremely wel- 
come. But by the manner of Mr. H-----d's 
writing his ſincerity .in this declaration is ſuſ- 
picious ; for he writes againſt Mr, E---s like 
one who 1s evidently animated with rage, and 
prompted by a ſpirit of revenge. This I 
think appears throughout the whole of his 
letter; and had Mr. E---s been extremely 
welcome to the freedom he has ever taken 
with Mr, H-----d, I can by no means think 
that he would have wrote to him in ſuch a 
ſpirit as that by which this letter was evident; 
ly dictated. 


Mx. E---s ſays, © that the right of private 
judgment is the undoubted and unalienable 
privilege of every rational, intelligent crea- 
ture.“ Now-Mr. H-----d would, if poſſible, 
find fault with this, tho? it is quite agreeable 
to his own ſentiments; and, becauſe he cannot 
object to what is aſſerted, he calls it the true 
Nami Pamby, and quotes it intelligent creter, 

B But 
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But he is diverted from this Namby Pamby by 
an inconſiſtency diſcovered in what follows. 
There are various doctrines which tho* decried, 
Sc. But wherein is this inconſiſtent with what 
Mr. E---s ſays about the right of private judg- 
ment? Is it not true that there are various 
doctrines decried by many profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity? Does Mr. E---s ſay that many who 
profeſs Chriſtianity have 10 right to decry 
theſe various doctrines? No; but only that 
the ſociety in Broad-mead look upon theſe 
doctrines to be the very eſſentials of the goſpel. 
And pray have not this ſociety a right to pri- 
vate judgment in this affair? Yes, they have 
according to Mr. H-----d's own confeſſion. 
And if Mr. E---s thinks that it becomes this ſo- 
ciety to be well ſatisfied that the perſon they 
chuſe to miniſter to them be well acquainted 
with theſe doctrines, andeſtabliſhed in the be- 
lief of them; has he not a right to this pri- 
vate judgment? Would not Mr. H-----d him- 
ſelf chuſe to be ſatisfied of the | averſion of a 


miniſter's mind to thoſe diabolical tenets which 


Mr. E---s maintains, before -he would chuſe 
| him 


">" 


him to be his miniſter ? But if fo, according 
to his own way of reaſoning, he would op- 
poſe the right of private judgment, and do 
that which he condemns in Mr. E---s. Who 
then art thou, O Harwood! that condemneſt 
another for the very ſame thing that thou alloweſt 


in thyſelf ? 


Upon reading his declamation on the arti- 
cles of Mr. E---s's faith, recapitulated, p. 14, 
and particularly the repreſentation he gives of 
the doctrine of election, which one would 
think Mr. E---s had declared to be the ſove- 
reign choice of a very inſigniſicant number to 
eternal life, and a faſtidious culling five or fix 
cout of five or. fix million, &c. I could not 
help making this obſervation ; That when 
men ſet themſelves to oppoſe the truth, the 
only arguments they generally make uſe of 
are illiberal abuſe, falſe repreſentations, and 
ſhameful ſcurillity. 


Bur what follows upon this vehement out- 
cry againſt Mr. E---g's ſentiments is truly 
mar- 
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marvellous. I aſſure you, Sir, I ſhall never 
FOR THE FUTURE be moved by any thing you 
ſhall ſay or write of me, Very well; but why 
not moved for the future? for it ſeems by this 
that he has been moved by what Mr. E---s has 
ſaid and written of him in time paſt. But he 
will not be moved for the future, becauſe 
Mr. E---s now appears to be a Calviniſt. And 
yet, ſtrange inconſiſtency indeed! he tells Mr. 
E---s, p. 6, that at the very time he was ſo 
much moved by what he ſaid and wrote of 
him, That your principles were calviniſtical in 
the true ſublime I perfeftly knew, and then it 
ſeems he was moved by what Mr. E---s wrote 
of him, but now he ſays he will not be moved 
for the future? Why? becauſe he now knows 


what he PEE knew before. hes aa fene- 
atis amici? 


Wren Mr. E---s ſaid that there are various 
doctrines decried by many profeſſing Chriſtians, 
and that many of the doctrines, in which be do- 
clared his faith, are oppoſite to the faſhionable 
tenets of the * day; Mr. H -d ſuppoſes, 
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p. 19, that he meant the ſocieties of Leim s- 
mead, Tucker: ſtrert, Caſtle- green, Callow-hill, &c. 
and ſays that they are, and ever will be, he be- 
lieves, decried by theſe ſocieties —— that they will 
ever value themſelves upon deſpiſing ſuch gloomy 
notions, and that the miniſters and people in theſe 
ſocieties will never commend any man for the 
firength of his faith, but the wiſdom of it. Now, 
tho? I am perſuaded Mr. Es had no parti- 
cular reference to theſe ſocieties, yet they are 
heartily welcome to the fine compliment Mr. 
H. d pays to their ſuperior underſtanding : 
but 1 believe ſome of them will not thank 
him for it. Let us however look into the 
{criptures, and ſee if any man is there com- 
mended for the ſtrengib of his faith. Yes veri- 
ly, and we read there of ſtrong faith, and great 
faith; but I don't remember meeting with 
the term wiſe faith or the wiſdom of faith. Of 
Abraham it is ſaid by St. Paul, Rom. iv. 20. 
He was ſtrong in faith (w&wapubn m1 woe) giving 
glory to God. And to the Syrophænician wo- 
man our Lord ſaid, Mat. xv. 28. O woman, 
_ great is thy faith (urtyann cov n wifi). Now were 


not 


1 


not theſe perſons commended for the ſtrengib 
of their faith? Yes: and by whom ? By thoſe 
| who were as judicious, as the miniſters and ſo- 

cieties which Mr. H-----d ſays will commend 
| no man, nor any Body of men, for the ſtrength 
i of their faith. 


1 Wr are further told that what Mr. E---s 
believes to be the eſſentials of the goſpel, 
| bave long been the reproach of the Difſſenters ; 

1 end that the clergy never failed in the laſt 

1 century to ſtigmatize the Preſbyterians with the 

1 rigid and melancholy doctrines of reprobation and 

_ fataliſm. But it ſeems the Preſbyterians, are 

4 now grown wiſer, and the reproach of Cal- 

4 viniſm, p. 20, is wiped from their churches. 

Very well ; wondrous light ſhines upon them, 

{t and glorious is the liberty they enjoy. But, 

methinks it is a little ſtrange that the clergy 

| ſhould ſtigmatize the Preſbyterians with the 

it doctrines of reprobation and fataliſm, ſince 

' f the Preſcyterians never acknowledg'd theſe doc- 

| | trines, and if they are the conſequences of Cal. 

viniga, as Mr. H- dd inſinuates, tho' the 

Calviniſts 


— 
„ 
r 
—— — 


* re th 1 


1 


Calviniſts do not allow it, then they belong 
ed as much to the clergy as they ever did to 
the Preſbyterians ; for the clergy in the laſt 
century all ſubſcribed to the doctrines of Cal- 
viniſm as they all do likewiſe now, previous 
to their ordination. See the articles of the 
church of England, particularly art. 17, con- 
cerning the doctrine of election. If it ſhould 
be replied, but they did not believe theſe doc- 
trines when they ſubſcribed ; then I ſhould 
ſay they were bad men, and perſons of no con- 
ſcience, from whom reproaches are no more 
to be regarded than applauſes. But for my 
part, I have a better opinion of the clergy of 
the laſt century, and am ready to think thoſe 
of our eſtabliſh'd church who have any vene- 
ration for the memory and writings of ſuch 
exemplary prelates as Leighton, Beveridge, &c, 
&c. not to mention any of the inferior clergy, 
will not thank Mr. H-----d for his compli- 
ment. Have the Preſbyterians however, ſince 
the reproach of Calviniſm has beenwiped from 
their ſocieties, been more famous for their pi- 
ety and the increaſe of their churches -than 

| they 
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were before? If ſo, they might then glory in 
their new light; but it is evident that they are 
not more numerous, that they are not more 
pious, and that they are not more exemplary 
( in their lives than they were before. What is 
the advantage they have gained then? Why 
the applauſe of thoſe clergymen (if ſuch there 
are) who ſubſcribe to articles which they do 
not believe, and who promiſed to defend what 
they oppoſe----great honor indeed! of which 
Mr. H d is heartily welcome to boaſt. 
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Bur Mr. E---s, it ſeems, is a Papiſt, or at 
leaſt but a very little from popery; for he has 
faid that it is by no means ſufficient, that a mini- 
fer declares his belief of the Bible in general; 
for which Mr. H-----d ſays the vicar of Chriſt 
would thank you, Sir, —— his Holineſs thinks as 
you do an ample harveſt is riſing up for the 
Jeſuits. What a fooliſb or wicked man muſt 
|! this Es be, to ſay it is by no means ſuffici- 
1 ent that a miniſter declare his belief of the Bi · 
| ble in general! But let us look into Mr. 
t H-----d's confeſſion of faith, and ſge if his 
it ; mind 
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mind was in the ſame ſituation with Mr. 
E. —s's as to this point, when he was ordained; 
es it was; for he has ſaid a great deal 
more than barely I believe the Bible in general. 
And if it would have been ſufficient to have 
faid I believe the Bible, why ſo long a confeſſion 
of faith, Mr. H-----d? It is truly marvellous 
that a man who has ſo ſeverely treated ano- 
ther for ſaying that a confeſſion of faith in the 
Bible in general is not ſufficient, ſnould ne- 
vertheleſs add ſomething more to his own con- 
feſſion of faith. But I forget, Mr. H-----d's 
mind was in the ſame ſituation as Mr. E —8s's 
a little before ordination; but not it muſt be 
altered: yet remember, Mr. H- -d, a print- 
ed confeſſion of a man's principles at his ordina- 
tion, you tell us p. 45, is an everlaſting monu- 
ment. Yea, and it ſeems there is no altering 
or revoking it. So that if a man ſhould think 
better, and fee reaſon to change his ſentiments, 
there 1s no ſuch thing as revoking the con- 
feſſion he has publiſhed, But ſuppoſe Mr. 
E---s ſhould renounce his diabolical tenets, - 
could he not publiſh his recantation? And if he 
| C ſhould 
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fhould publiſh it, would this fad confeſſion 


of which Mr. H-----d complains, be then any 


longer a monument of the im pitude of Mr. E---S'sS 
mind ? 


AvnoTHER capital charge is, that Mr. E---s's 
faith muſt be brought to certain diſcriminating 
tefts and terms of ordination, whith are efteemed 


| facred, and infinitely important——infinitely. more 
fo than the Bible. p. 24. But what a flagrant 


miſrepreſentation is this of what Mr. E—s 
has faid? Had theſe zefts and terms, of which 


Mr. H— d complains, been derived from 


any- other book than the Bible, or handed 
down by tradition and received as ſach, an 
vbjeftion might be made to them; yet then 
Mr. HI d could not prove that they are 
eſteemed infinitely more important than the 
Bible, by that Unſtrious Proteſtant ſociety he 


ſpeaks of. But it unfortunately happens, un- 
| fortunate I mean for Mr. H in this con- 


troverſy, that this ſaid Proteſtant ſociety be- 


lieve theſe doctrines which Mr. H——4, not 


Mr, E—s, calls W's and terms, to be con- 
tained 
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tained i the Bible, and to that they appeal for 
the truth of them; and can join Chillingworib 
as well as Mr. H-—d, in faying The Bible, 
the Bible is the religion of Proteſtants! And to 
this Book has Mr, Es appealed for the rec- 
titude of his faith, reſting it ſalely on the au- 
thority of the Bible. Thoſe then who adhere 
to the ſyſtem of faith delivered by Mr. E—s, 
are in no great danger of being led by the 
Jeſuits to Rome ; for they are as far from Po- 
pery as Mr. Hd is and thoſe who are 
led by him. | 


Bur if we will believe Mr. Id, it is 
very ſtrange language from a Diſſenter, Which 
yet Mr. Es uſes, to ſay not only that churches 
hade a right to require from their miniſters ſa- 
lisfaction in what they apprehend to be the ſound- 
neſs of their faith; but that thoſe miniſters alſo 
who join in their ordination have a right to the 
like ſatisfaction. This is very ſtrange language 


it ſeems. Nevertheleſs 1 can hardly think 
that Mr. Hd himſelf,” notwirhſtunding 
his extenſive charity; and tho he fays he bas 
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to be reaped by the Jeſuits. 
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& heart too ample for any ſyſtem, 1 can hardly 
think that he would join in the ordination of 


a miniſter, if he was not ſatisfied that his faith 
was more ſound than he apprehends Mr. 
E—s's to be, For according to Mr. H—d's 
account, Mr, E—s's ſentiments are diabolical, 
and thoſe who hold and propagate the ſame 
are cultivating the ſoil for a plentiful harveſt 
Surely then it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that Mr. HH d would 
Join in the ordination of ſuch miniſters. O 
H——d, H——d! how 7z#nconffently doſt 
thou talk! whilſt writing againſt Mr, E—s 
thou art writing againſt thyſelf, and expoſing 
the weakneſs of thy head, if not the badneſs 
of thy heart, 


Now for a very marvellous paſſage in Mr. 
E—s's confeſſion, Jam ſen/ible it is now become 
quite faſhionable zealouſly and indiſcriminately to 
decry all creeds, E95.— but they have all ſome 
creed or ſyſtem of their own.— This it ſeems is 
truly marvellous. But pray has Mr. Hd 


no ſyſtem of his own? Yes; witneſs his con- 


feſſion; 


1 


feſſion; marvellous! Then why all this out- 


cry againſt creeds and ſyſtems, good Sir? 
Becauſe they are contrary to mine? Aye, this 
is the very reaſon; and this, as Mr. E—s 


ſays, is the grand rock of offence, But Mr. 
E s has celebrated the faith, Mr. H—4d 


ſays the infallibility, of the Reformers, and 
calls their ſyſtem the glory and bulwark of the 
Reformation. Shocking indeed for a Diſſenter 


thus to talk, “and a man who, one would 


think, muſt have read of the good old Puri- 
tans, and their ſufferings. And for what 
did theſe good old Puritans ſuffer? Why, 
Mr. H-— d would make us believe, and he 
may make thoſe believe who will take his word 
for it, that they ſuffered for not believing the 
doctrines of Calviniſm, and that they were of 
Mr. H——d's ſentiments. But it is well 
known to thoſe who have read the hiſtory of 
theſe Puritans, that they were Calviniſts in 
principle, notwithſtanding they ſuffer'd for 
their non-conformity to the diſcipline and ce- 
remonies of the church of England. 
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-- NEveRTHELESS our author ſays, p. 31, The 
Reformers were great and glorious characters. 
But then as for your predeſtination and your per- 
«ſonal election, and your original fin, and your im- 
puted righteouſneſs, and your Athanafian canſub- 
fantiality, and your other curioſities, this your 
particular ſyſtem they ſealed and ſanctiſied as the 
bulwark and glory of the Reformation. And this 
they did for a very good reaſon, which is this: 
They ſaw that theſe doctrines were evidently 
contained in the Bible. And on the other 
hand, they rejected the Pope's ſupremacy and 
infallibility, tranſubſtantiation and auricular con- 
Feſfion, penance and purgatory, Sc. becauſe 
they were things no where to be found in the 
Bible. And could Mr. H d prove that 
the particular ſyſtem which the Reformers 
ſealed and ſanctified as the bulwark and glory of 
the Reformation, has no more foundation 1n the 
ſcriptures than the Pope's ſupremacy, &c. then 
down with this bulwark, which according to 
our author, is built with diabolical mate- 
rials. 


Bur 


( 23 ) 


Bur © all Proteftants and Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters it ſeems p. 33, have ſome Creed and Syſtem 
of their own and that is the BIBLE,” I 
would now fain know what Mr. E—s is. 
The Bible it ſeems is the creed of ALT Proto- 
ants. The antient Reformers were Prote- 
ſtants, the Bible then was their Creed. The 
members of the church of England are Pro- 
teſtants, the Bible then is their Creed. The 
Diſſenters are Proteftants, the Bible then is 
their Creed. Mr. E—s is a Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ter, the Bible then is his Creed. Yet, it ſeems 
by what was ſaid a little while ago, the Bible 
is ot his Creed, but the ſyſtem of the Refor- 
mers. What then is the concluſion ? Why 
you are not a Proteſtant, Mr. E—-s, for the 
Bible is the Creed of all Proteſtants But hold, 
Mr. H d, I think, ſays to Mr. E—s, 
This your particular ſyſtem the RErorMmERs 
ſealed and ſanctiſied as the bulwark and glory of 
the Reformation; if ſo, then it is moſt evident 
that Mr. Es 7s a Proteſtant, and the Bible 
alſo is his creed. Conſequently he is a Prote- 
ſtant, and he is not a Proteſtant. But leaving 

this 
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point to be ſettled by the learned, I beg leave 


to propoſe the following query. Whether if 
Mr. H----d had been preſent when St. Paul ex- 


; ö horted Timothy to hold faſt * (Traum v 
| xeywn) the form of ſound words; and ſaid, Þ if any 
; man conſent not to wholeſome words (vyaior oye) 
[i | he is proud (tlvpula) knowing nothing, he would 
5 j not have called this creed-making, uncharitable, 
1# | ö bigotry, Sc. and have faid to St. Paul, as he 
l does to Mr. E-—s, now, 5 I take my final 


farewell of you! ? 


Bur what a n man Mr. E—-s is! he 
U publicly extols that particular ſyſtem of faith, 
Il which is the bulwark and glory of the Refor- 
mation: and he is ſo weak, if not wicked, as 
1 I! to think that the author of the Confeſſional, 
| | and Mr. H——d4's learned friend Dr. Dawſon, 
18 even with the aſſiſtance of Mr. H d him- 
[ | ſelf, would not change this old ſyſtem for a 
1 better, nor introduce a more pure and perfect 
| form of religion. And he has moreover ſaid 
that it is become quite FASHIONABLE Zealouſly and 
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indiſcriminately to decry all creeds and ſyſtematic 
confeſſions of faith : And yet 'tis the COURT, 
ſays Mr. H-----d p. 35, always leads and eſta- 
bliſhes the faſhion in all nations; and I could ne- 
ver learn that theſe faſhionable people decried 
creeds, Sc. What a blunder then has Mr. 
E---s made in his uſe of the word faſhionable ? 
'Tis a pity to ſpoil the wit that is diſplayed 
upon this occaſion. But yet, methinks the 
laugh Mr. H-----d has rais'd, muſt turn a little 
upon himſelf, as well as upon Mr. E---s. For 
after all his flouriſhes about the faſhionablene/s 
of creeds and ſyſtems, becauſe the court leads 
the faſhion; he himſelf calls theſe ſame fa- 
ſhionable things old antiquated embelliſhments. 
And in his late propoſals for a liberal tranſ- 
lation of the New Teſtament, he repreſents 
the enemies of theſe old creeds and ſyſtems, 
as having gloriouſiy ſtem'd the torrent of cor- 
ruption, and as being diſtinguiſh'd from the 
great vulgar as well as from the ſmall. 


Tur next paſſage I meet with, p. 37, I know 
not how to reconcile with truth, or with the gth 
D com 
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1 
commandment. God knows, ſays Mr. H-----d, 
I have no defign to miſrepreſent any man's creed or 
charafter, &c. But does he not repreſent the 
doctrine of election as the ſovereign choice of 
a very inſignificant number? And does he not 
talk of five or /ix faſtidiouſiy culled out of five or 
fix million; and thouſands and myriads of im- 
mortal ſouls reprobated to everlaſting dam- 


nation by an irreverſible decree ? Does he not 
repreſent Mr. E---s's notion of the ft or tand- 


ard of faith, as the ſame with the ſentiments 
of the Romiſb church? Has he not repreſent- 


ed Mr. E---s as believing that certain ef, 
and ſerms of communion are finitely more 
important than the Bible? And has he not 


moreover inſinuated, that he believes innocent 
babes are damn'd for old Adam's An ? And I 


would further aſk, has Mr. E---s faid one 
word of any of theſe things? No, he has not. 
And yet Mr. H-----d has the effrontery to call 
Gop to witneſs that he had no deſign to miſre- 
preſent any man's creed or character. As to in- 
fants, notwithſtanding all the flouriſhes of this 
rebuker about them, Mr. E---s, I am per- 

ſuaded 


11 


ſuaded thinks as charitably of them as himſelf, 
But it is evident that the ſentence of death, 
paſſed on our ſirſt parents, in conſequence of 
their diſobedience, is executed on many of 
their deſcendents in a ſtate of infancy. Nor 
are they, while in this ſtate, exempted from 
numerous calamities which ſin has produced 
in the world. Let not Mr. H -d then 
charge thoſe with holding a moſt horrible doc- 
trine who believe in original ſin, till he can 
prove that a{Iictions and death, to which we 
are expoſed in our infantile ſtate, are not the 
conſequences of ſin. And moreover, that 
there 1s not early diſcovered in children a pro- 
penſity to that which is evil. For in making 
a frightful figure of this doctrine, dreſſed up 
by himſelf as a bugbear to alarm the fears 
and terrify the mind of the fond parent, he 
acts moſt diſingenuouſly; and exhibits, to 
thoſe who are diſpoſed to pay 2 greater regard 
to the evidence of ſcripture than to the falſe 
repreſentations of an 7invidous declaimer, not 
the moſt lovely picture either of his under- 
ſtanding or heart. | 


1 


6280 


I am now come to the ſpecimen which Mr. 
H-----d gives us of Mr. E---s's moſt marvel- 
lous and uncharitable confeſſion of faith, and 
his occaſional remarks on the curioſities, of 
which he makes a detail. He begins with 
what he calls 


1. Tux Athanaſian Trinity; which, to ren- 
der it odious and frightful, is ſtyled, p. 38, 
a popiſh doctrine. Now the queſtion is not 
whether it is a doctrine believed by the church 
of Rome, for ſo are many of the doctrines 
which Mr. H-----d himſelf believes; but whe- 
ther it is in the Bible? And till Mr. H. d 
can prove that it is not in the Bible; which he 
has not done as yet, and I believe never will: 
I ſhall venture for my part to embrace this 
doctrine, notwithſtanding Mr. H------d4's en- 
deavours to frighten. me from it, by calling it 
a popiſh doctrine; and drawing abſurd conſe- 
quences from it, which do by no means be- 
long to it, 
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2. Tu next article which comes to hand 


is what he calls the horrible and truly infernal 
| doctrine 
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(49; )- 
1 doctrine of perſonal election and predeſtination. 
4 Which he repreſents as the election of a thou- 
ſand in a city, a hundred in a town, or five or 
ſix 1n a village to everlaſting happineſs, and by 
an irrevocable decree, which took place from 
all eternity, conſigning all the reſt, but theſe 
few choſen ones to everlaſting burnings. And 
yet Mr. E---s ſays, p. 26, of his confeſſion, 
he believes that uo man ſhall be called to an ac- 
count for the abuſe of privileges he never enjoy'd , 
but ſhall have a moſt fair and equitable trial, and 
be condemned, not by any ARBITRARY decree 
but for the wilful violation of known duty, and 
ſo his condemnation be entirely of himſelf . Now 
ſuch a falſe repreſentation as this of the mat- 
ter, and pronouncing it an zzfernal doctrine, 
is the mighty argument Mr. H-----d advances 
againſt it; which to be ſure muſt entirely over- 
throw it. For if Mr. H-----d ſays it is infer- 
nal, it muſt be ſo; and his ipſe dixit muſt be 
ſolid argument: for to be ſure a man / learned 
as Mr. H-----d is, muſt know what is from 
Hell, and what comes from Heaven. 


3. You 


( 

3. * You next, ſays he, confeſs your belief 
of the vicarious atoning ſacrifice of Curisr 
for the ſins of his choſen people;” and then 
draws this concluſion, i: ſeems Chrif died only 
for the elect. Very well, Sir; and are not the 
redeemed of the Lorxp called a choſen gene- 
ration? (up & v j,]. But, ſays he, „I 
thought that the ſcriptures faid, that Cn 187 
by the grace of Gop taſted death for every man 
---that he died for the ſins of he world”---And 
he might here have added that it was ſaid of 
CnrIsT, bebold the WORLD is gone after bim; 
tho? the Phariſees did not go after him, nor 
the majority of the Jewiſh nation. But who 
denies what Mr. H-----d ſays, or rather what 
the ſcripture ſays on this ſubject? Yet will any 
man ſay that CHRIS died 20 ſave any more of 
the world than what are ſaved? He died for 
all who believe and repent, and al! and none 
but ſuch are ſaved by him. If Mr. H- d 
1 | therefore believes CHRIST will fave him; but 
1 if he does not believe he ſhall not be ſaved. In 
which caſe it would be no conſolation to him 
to be told that CarisT died for him. Under 

"NO this 


® 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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this head he ſubjoins a few more of Mr. E---g's 
phraſes, which to him appear very curious and 
ridieulous, as that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 
alone meritorious and procuring cauſe of the whole 
ſalvation. And indeed I thought ſo too before 
Mr. H - d infinuated the contrary; and to be 
plain I think ſo now, notwithſtanding Mr. 
H-----d thinks differently. Another curi- 
olity is the abſolute neceſſity of regeneration, the 
renewal of the heart, and the ſan ttification of our 
corrupt natures effefied by the operations of the 
good ſpirit of God. And our Lord himſelf 
ſays, except a man be born again he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God. And I am diſpoſed to pay 
a greater regard to what our Lokp ſays, than 
what Mr. H-----d ſays on this ſubject. St. 
Paul moreover ſpeaks of being choſen to ſal- 
vation through ſan#/ification of the ſpirit. 
And I alſo prefer St. Paul's opinion to the 
judgment of Mr. H. - d on this point. And 
I moreover think what the ſame apoſtle ſays 
of the perſeverance of the ſaints, Phil. i. 6. is 
of -more than equal authority to what Mr. 
H- d can ſay againſt it. So much then for a 
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. all gloomy and melancholy principles he will 


( 32 ) 
defence of Mr. E---s's principles; and I think 


my arguments for them are at leaſt full as 
good as our author's reaſons againſt them. 


Ms. E---s having exhibited to the world 
ſuch a ridiculous picture of his underſtanding 


and laid open the badneſs of his heart at the 
ſame time.--- Now, Sir, ſays our author p. 44, 


T ſhall take a final leave of you, Iwill never have 


any controverſy with a man who exhibits to the 


world ſuch a picture. — But why then did he 
begin this controverſy ? If Mr. E---s is be- 


neath his notice, why did he take the pains of 
writing to him, and of writing ſo long a letter 


as what is before me? A letter price One 


Penny, might have been long enough to have 
expreſſed his contempt of Mr. E---s, and of all 


thoſe who are of the ſame way of thinking 
with him. But ſome apology may be made 


for the length of this letter, becauſe Mr. 


H-----d fays it is the laſt he will ever write on 
religious controverſy with an avowed Cal- 
viniſt and Predeſtinarian Baptiſt.” And yet 


eve 


0 ("8 3 
ever make it his ambition to exterminate; and 
ſuch creeds, ſuch eſſentials, ſuch gibberiſh, &c. 
&c. &c. he will honeſtly proteſt againſt, p. 
50. So that he vill write again on religious 
controverſy, and he will not write again on 
religious controverſy. 


Bur, ſays he, p. 46. The chriſtian and bene- 
volent Baptiſt (for ſuch it ſeems the Calviniſtic 
Baptiſt is not) I love and honor. He is an il- 
luſtrious example of integrity and conſcientious ad- 
Berence to the ſcriptures. He will be acknow- 
ledged and honored at the great day by his Lord 
and Maſter with marks of peculiar diftinftion. 
Now if Mr. H-----d is fncere in what he here 
ſays of the chriſtian and benevolent Baptiſt, 
he himſelf acts againſt the dictates of his own 
conſcience, whilſt he continues a Preſbyterian. 
He is canvinced that the chriſtian and benevo- 
lent Baptiſt adheres to the ſcriptures, which 
Mr. H-----d fays are his creed; and he be- 
lieves that the chriſtian and benevolent Bap- 
tiſt will be honored by his Loxp with marks 
of peculiar diſtinction: and yet he himſelf is 1 

— 1 E a Ba- 


4 

a Baptiſt, but a Preſbyterian, So that accord- YA 
ing to his own confeſſion, he cannot expect to 1 
be honored with marks of peculiar diſtinction at 
the coming of our Lox D. But he ſays he is 
in chriſtian communion with the Baptiſts. By 
chriſtian communion with the Baptiſts is ge- 
nerally underſtood partaking with them of the 
Lory's Supper. I would fain know then with 
what congregation of Baptiſts Mr. H -d. 
is in communion. I never heard of his be- 
ing in communion with any baptiſt church 
in this city. But Mr. H-----d will poſſibly ſay 
that I put a wrong conſtruction on his ſenſe of 
chriſtian communion, .and that he meant no 
more than conver/ing with the Baptiſts, or tak- 
ing a friendly meal with them ſometimes, and 
correſponding. with them in a free and affec- 
tionate manner. Then let this be the ſenſe of 
chriſtian communion, for to be ſure ſuch a 
ſenſe it will bear. But, Mr Hd, if ever 
you expect to be honored with marks of pecu- 
liar diſtinction at the coming of your Loxp and 
Maſter, you muſt be a Chriſtian and benevolent 
Baptiſt. 
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Bur my thoughts were ſo employed on the 
chriſtian and benevolent Baptiſt, that I forgot 
to take notice of Mr. H-----d's concern for the 
Deifs, for ſhould any of them ſee Mr. E---s's 
confeſſion of faith, he fears it will confirm 
them in their infidelity. Now to alleviate 
Mr. H-----d's diſtreſs on this occaſion, I would 
inform him that the Deiſts fee very plainly, 
without being told by Mr. Es, that the 
doctrines, ſo obnoxious to Mr. H-----d, are 
evidently contained in the Bible. What then 
muſt be done to convert them to Chriſtianity ? 
Why we muſt fay theſe doctrines are not in the 


Bible, and fo deny great part of the ſcrip- 
_ tures that the Deiſts may believe them. This 


is to become almost Deiſts that the Deiſts 
may become almef Chriſtians. A very fine 
way of making converts indeed, Mr. H-----d! 


AnD is there ſomething ſo horrid in Mr. 
E---$'s notions that Mr. H-----d, p. 46. almoſt 
questions his ſincerity who profeſſes them? Are 
then all the Calviniſts a ſet of hypocrites ? 
this 1s very charitable indeed, Mr, H-----d! 
And 
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And did you think ſo when you joined your- 
ſelf toa church in London which patronizes 
theſe principles? Now I would not think fo 
uncharitably of you as to ſuppoſe it: but ra- 
ther that, in your own opinion, you have a 
clearer head and a better heart than you had 
then; a heart to ſpurn the calviniſtical doc- 
trines, a head to laugh at them, and a pen to 
throw contempt on all who believe them. 


Vor, ſays Mr. H-----d, p. 48. The rights 
of private judgment I claim as the privilege of 
my birth, of my country, of my religion.” 
And to this he has an indiſputable right. But 
why then does he blame Mr. E---s for declar- 
ing his private judgment ? And ſuppoſe Mr. 
E---$'s private judgment ſhould be, that Mr. 
H-----d is an arrogant and ſelf-conceited man 
——-that his principles are very erroneous 
that he oppoſes the efientials of religion- 
that he ridicules the moſt ſacred things 
and that he was at the beginning of the con- 
troverſies, which have been carried on for 
ſome years paſt in Briſtol; may he not claim, 

as 


if 
** 
©] 
4 
„ 
4 A 
* 


1 
as well as Mr. H-----d, this right of private 
judgment, as the privilege of his b:rth, of his 
country, of his religion? 


Tux letter now before me, Mr. H.. ſays is the 
fir# pamphlet of religious controverſy he ever 
wrote. Had he ſaid it was the firſt time he 
ever wrote on religious controverſy, I ſhould 
then have reminded him of his propoſals for 
publiſhing a liberal "tranſlation of the New 
Teſtament, in which he abuſes the good old 
tranſlators, and almoſt every one who differs 
from himſelf —— And I ſhould alſo have re- 
ferred him to his preface of the livery-man's 
pamphlet——Nor ſhould I have omitted to 
mention his news-paper controverſy, in which 
he expoſed his folly to multitudes in Briſtol, 
But as he will probably ſay theſe publications 


were not pamphlets, J ſhall ſay no more con- 
cerning them. 


AND the rather as he flaiters himſelf that this 
will be the laſt pamphlet he ſhall write on religi- 
ous controverſy. And it may be well for him 
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if it is; for thoſe who have no head to diſpute, 

and who want temper to manage a controver- 
fy, would do well to deſiſt; and employ their 
talents in writing little treatiſes on practical 
religion. And I would adviſe him to write 
the next on Chriſtian charity. 


I sHALL take notice of but one thing more, 
and that is what he ſays of Mr. E---s's pub- 
lication on the Trinity, which he ſtyles an 
unfortunate publication. In what reſpects un- 
fortunate, Sir? Not as to the ſale of the book, 
for it ſoon went thro three editions. Not un- 
fortunate as to the cauſe defended, for the book 
has not yet been refuted. How then? Why 


unfortunate for George Williams and his pre- 
facer. 


A woRD of advice to him and I will con- 
clude. While he has a mind 10 conceive, an 
Beart to cheriſh, a religion to juſtify, and a coun- 
ti to patronize, freedom in enquiry and liberty 
in religion; let him give that ſame liberty to 
others, and not deſpiſe and reproach them for 
uſing it. Ir 


( 39 ) 


Ir he muſt diſpute, let him advance argu- 
ments inſtead of reproaches, attend to the force 
of reaſoning on ſubjects, inſtead of ridiculing 
them, and exerciſe chriſtian charity towards 
thoſe who differ from him, inſtead of abuſing 
them. Remembering, as is ſuggeſted in my 
motto. That to laugh at any man for his reli- 
gious principles is FOLLY, and to endea- 
vour to convince him of his errors by vebement 
declamation and aby/ive language, is MAD- 
_ NESS, | 
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